228.   TRIAL OF ISMAIL AKOOJEE AND OTHERS
[JOHANNESBURG,
July 21, 1908]
On Tuesday, the 21st instant, in the same Court [before Mr. P. G. Dalmahoy
in D Court], Ismail Akoojee was charged with trading without a licence. He pleaded
not guilty. Mr. Gandhi appeared for the defence.
J. B. Barret stated that he was a Licensing Inspector under the Johannesburg
Municipality. On the previous day, on the Market Square, within the Municipal
area, he had seen accused exposing fruit for sale. He had asked accused for his
licence, but the latter had replied that he did not have one.
Cross-examined, [he said] he did not know anything about Government
instructions.
T* H. Jefferson stated that he was Chief Licensing Inspector of the Munici-
pality of Johannesburg. He produced Government Gazettes containing the Asiatic Law
Amendment Act, the regulations thereunder, and the notices thereunder authorizing
him to prosecute. He had seen a letter addressed to the Town Clerk by the Regis-
trar of Asiatics, dated the 7th instant, stating that the Asiatic Law Amendment Act was
to remain on the Statute-book, and that no licences were to be renewed or issued
except to Asiatics who produced registration certificates and gave thumb-prints under
the Act
Cross-examined, he recollected that, in January last, several prosecutions
took place, and that Asiatics were then sentenced.
In the month of February the Government had issued instructions to him to
issue licences to all Asiatics who produced a letter from the Registrar of Asiatics ack-
nowledging having received an application for voluntary registration. Such Asiatics
were not called upon to give any thumb-impressions at all. It was competent then for
him to give licences for the quarter ended March 31, and afterwards he was authorized
to issue licences to the quarter ended June 30. He did not think that any licences
had been issued from his Department for the whole year. The instructions contained
in the letter of the 7th instant were the revised and most recent ones. He admitted
that many Asiatics had produced voluntary registration certificates but had declined
to give thumb-impressions.
[MAGISTRATE:]   If thumb-impressions are refused?
JEFFERSON: I refuse to give licences. The registration certificate must be
produced.
Witness did not think that there had been any refusal to produce registration
certificates. Registration certificates had not been produced only by those who had
not received them.
In reply to the Magistrate, witness stated that it was unnecessary up to the end
of June to give thumb-impressions. There had been no intimation thereafter of that
requirement until Asiatics came to apply for licences. There was nothing in the